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As we all know, the traditional method of joining copper pipes requires 
torches and solder.  But since press technology was first introduced in 
the U.S. in 1999, it has caught on very quickly.  Though there is still 
some debate over which technique is best, press technology, also 
referred to by the brand name ProPress®, has become the preferred 
method for many contractors. 

Press technology is a fast, flameless system in which a press tool is 
used to make pipe connections with specialized self-sealing fittings.  
The system can be used for water, heating, gas, solar, and fire 
protection.  Joints are water- and gas-tight and neat and consistent in 
appearance.  

ProPress® uses a patented feature in their fittings called Smart 
Connect.  Colored dots mark raised channels that lie flat after pressing.   
During pressure testing, water will flow freely through these channels 
past the sealing element if the joint was missed, allowing leaks to be 
easily identified.  Draining is unnecessary to repair these leaks because 
connections can be made under full flow.  

There are several other advantages of press technology.  First, the 
process is simple, requiring only a press tool.  Tanks, torches, hoses, 
thread cutters, and solder are all unneeded.  Because there are no 
flames, burn permits and fire watches are not required.  Press fittings 
are more expensive than standard materials, but connections can be 
made far more quickly than using the traditional method.  Connections 
take 7 seconds each on average, saving an estimated 75% in labor.  
These savings can quickly overcome the extra cost for fittings, 
especially on large installations.  
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by Glenn Landolfi, PJM Service Manager

A Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) is a document that 
provides information about a substance such as toxicity, 
health effects, first aid, reactivity, storage, disposal, 
protective gear, and spill handling procedures. OSHA 
requires that these documents are available in the workplace as 
well as to local emergency officials.

When working with chemical agents, things can go wrong very 
quickly if appropriate procedures aren’t followed, so it is 
important to always know exactly what you’re working with.  
When preparing a THA, MSDS’s should always be consulted for 
potential hazards, and appropriate safety measures must be 
taken, such as the use of respirators, ventilation, protective 
clothing, etc.  Always remember that some people are more 
sensitive to certain substances than others.  If an accident or 
incident should occur, an MSDS will spell out the proper 
procedures for handling cleanup or first aid.  Educate yourself on 
the chemicals that you use, and always make sure MSDS’s are 
readily available.  
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Start Up & Check Out - 
After equipment is set and installed, make 
sure all utilities and controls are properly 
connected and ready. Walk down the systems 
to tie up any loose ends. Many vendors 
provide a checklist of items to look for to 
help verify you’re ready for startup.

Pressure Testing - 
When testing hydrostatically, coils, piping, 
and specialties can freeze and break quite 
easily if you’re not careful. If there is a 
chance that freezing can occur, get 
permission to test pneumatically if possible. 
Also, always be sure to verify that you can 
test through certain instruments and devices 
such as flow, pressure and control valves.  
Oftentimes they cannot withstand full 
pressure.  

SERVICE PHOTO ALBUM

 PJM has received an A rating from ISNetworld. This ensures
our customers and future customers that safety at PJM is Job 1.
ISNetworld is the global resource for connecting corporations
with safe, reliable contractors in capital-intensive industries. 
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A few contractors still express reluctance to use press technology, 
citing the materials cost and concerns that joints might be prone to 
failure.  But when used properly, the technology has proven to be 
extremely reliable, and there is general agreement that labor 
savings outweigh material costs.  Overall, press technology is 
safe, clean, budget friendly, and dependable, and is most likely the 
method that will prevail in the future. 
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by Pat Mosner, PJM President
The waterless urinal is a relatively new green innovation that is 
increasingly being used to conserve water. Most designs use a 
disposable cartridge containing a lighter-than-water sealant liquid 
which floats on top of the urine collected in the U-bend, preventing 
odors from escaping into the air. The average waterless urinal can 
be expected to save anywhere between 15,000 and 45,000 gallons 
of water per year, and they are worth up to 4 points toward LEED 
certification.
  
Waterless urinals have not been without problems and controversy.  
Plumbers unions have strongly resisted using them because they 
mean less work for laborers.  Initially, they claimed that waterless 
urinals pose a health hazard, which was refuted by scientists. In 
2006, Philadelphia Local 690 forced a compromise allowing 
plumbers to install, but not connect, water supply pipes in the city’s 
new Comcast Center.
  
Another frequently-cited issue is odor. While waterless urinals 
have been widely used quite successfully, others installations have 
failed miserably. Chicago ripped out the waterless urinals in City 
because urine corroded the copper plumbing, causing a severe odor 
problem (manufacturers specifically state that they cannot be used 
with copper). Foul odors can also arise from improper maintenance 
and disposal of liquids and items other than urine, such as coffee, 
beer, cigarette butts, etc., which cause odor barriers to fail 
prematurely.  And many facilities try to save money by putting off 
replacing cartridges, which can range in price from $7.00 to $35.00 
each.  

Though the waterless urinal has many detractors, they can be 
reliable, odor-free, and highly efficient when installed, maintained 
and used precisely as intended. The technology is still in its 
toddlerhood, and improvements continue to be made.  Waterless 
urinal installations are more likely to be successful in new 
buildings where manufacturer specifications are strictly followed, 
as opposed to projects where the urinals are retrofit to work with 
existing plumbing in older structures.  
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THE FACT IS

 Make sure your thermostat occupied and unoccupied 
settings are adjusted properly.  Heating or cooling an empty 
office space, lab, or manufacturing facility wastes a 
considerable amount of energy, especially with 100% outdoor 
air systems.  Always remember to adjust settings for daylight 
savings changeovers and holidays.  
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Joe Paretti, PJM Service Plumber

In this issue of the PJM Pipeline, we are 
profiling Joe Paretti, who has been a service 
plumber for over twenty-three years.  

Joe joined PJM Mechanical three-and-a-half 
years ago and quickly proved himself to be 
among the finest in his field.  He has wide 
expertise in plumbing service, repair, system 
additions, and troubleshooting. PJM is 
privileged to have Joe as part of our team.  

Joe is an avid outdoorsman and enjoys 
hunting and fishing.  He and his wife, Kim, 
have three children, Joe Jr., 22, Nicole, 18, 
and Domonic, 5.  Joe Jr., an Airman serving 
in the United States Air Force Security 
Forces, recently returned to the U.S. after 
being stationed in Jordan. 


