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Our nation’s aging water and sewer systems are in desperate need of 
rehabilitation. Corroded water pipes lose an estimated seven billion 
gallons of water each day, and dilapidated, inadequate sewer systems 
contaminate waterways and drinking water. About 30% of these 
systems are between 40 and 80 years old, and 10% are even older, 
with some dating back to the Civil War era. The American Society of 
Civil Engineers gives our water and sewer infrastructure a D-minus.  
Excavation and replacement can be costly and labor intensive, but 
fortunately there are trenchless pipe rehabilitation alternatives that 
require minimal-to-no excavation.  

There are a number of pipe rehabilitation methods that are trenchless.  
In slip lining, one of the oldest no-dig methods, carrier pipe (usually 
HDPE or PVC) is inserted into a host pipe, and the space between the 
two pipes is grouted. Close-fit slip lining utilizes thermoplastic pipe 
that can be deformed during installation.  Once in place, it is allowed 
to re-expand to tightly conform to the shape of the damaged pipe.

Pipe bursting entails pulling an expander head  through existing pipe 
to break it up while new pipe is pulled in behind it. Cured-in-place 
pipe is a lining method in which a resin-impregnated felt or fiberglass 
tube is inverted in the damaged pipe using water or air pressure, then 
heat-cured to form a tight, corrosion-resistant replacement pipe.  
Spray-on materials such as shotcrete and  gunite can be used to line 
pipes, and mechanical spot repair can suffice in some cases. 
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PJM Mechanical Contractors is pleased to announce that 
Ricky Folk has joined our organization as our new HVAC 
Service Manager. Mr. Folk has an impressive 34-year 
background in commercial and industrial HVAC and is a 
welcome addition to our team. 

Ricky began his career in 1980 as a journeyman HVAC 
mechanic. In 1986, with six years of hands-on HVAC experience 
under his belt, he moved into a dual managerial role as Service 
and Office Manager for a central New Jersey contractor. There, 
he supervised all service, sales, and administrative personnel and 
oversaw HVAC maintenance and repair, preventive 
maintenance, and installation for large commercial and industrial 
clients. In 1996 he was appointed Regional Facilities Manager / 
Superintendent for Walgreens, where he was the single point of 
contact for more than 250 store locations. 

Ricky and his wife of 21 years, Barbara, reside in Jackson, NJ 
and are parents of three daughters and a son.  Jennifer is a 
Baltimore City mounted police officer, and her twin, Victoria, is 
a stay-at-home mom. Michael and Kelly, also twins, are both 
juniors in college, with Michael attending Temple University 
and daughter Kelly at Caldwell.  Ricky is an avid outdoorsman 
who enjoys riding his ATV, watching Kelly play college soccer, 
and grilling outdoors for his close-knit family.  
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Vibration Isolators: Moving mechanical 
equipment (fans, compressors, pumps, etc.) 
vibrate to some degree. Manufacturers 
provide isolators in the form of springs, 
rubber isolators, and flex connectors, which 
can be installed in the factory or the field. 
Always remove chocks upon startup, and 
make sure field-installed isolators are free 
moving and do not transmit vibration. 

Compressor Failure - Compressors are 
manufactured to provide decades of service, 
but some can fail prematurely. Failure is 
often due to an external issue such as liquid 
slugs, improper pipe installation or excessive 
moisture in the system. If you don’t identify 
and correct the problem when replacing the 
unit, it will likely fail as well. 
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When it comes to project safety, PJM gets it.

From the largest GC to the smallest service 
customer, PJM enjoys a reputation as a 
first-class company with a mature safety 
culture to match. Clients base their decision 
to hire PJM on solid confidence in our 
professionalism and our strict control of 
safety issues that can affect a project’s 
ultimate outcome. 

At PJM, risk is never accepted as part of the 
job description. We require 100% employee 
participation in our well-developed Safety 
Program. In addition to our extensive, 
up-to-date safety manual and frequent 
Toolbox Talks, we routinely use laptops and 
tablets in the field to bring safety training 
refreshers to our workers. Many of our 
customers rely on ISNetworld certification 
to gauge a contractor’s safety safety 
standards, and PJM holds a top rating of A. 
This winning combination of resources 
keeps us well ahead of the pack.
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Proper water treatment and a regular maintenance program are 
important requirements when it comes to operating a clean, efficient 
cooling tower.  During routine operation, cooling towers collect dust, 
pollen, pollutants from the air. These accumulated contaminants can 
cause scale and corrosion, which decrease energy efficiency, and 
provide prime breeding grounds for fungus and bacteria including 
deadly Legionella.  Regular cleaning and maintenance improve 
energy efficiency, extend the lifespan of the tower and HVAC 
system, allow water treatment chemicals to perform better, and 
reduce serious health risks.  

It is important to maintain an effective water treatment regimen 
to prevent corrosion, scale, fouling, and microbial 
contamination. This can be achieved using chemical inhibitors or 
with chemical-free, environmentally-friendly methods that remove 
microbes and particles by applying electrical pulses to tower water. 
Cooling towers can be metered to measure the quantity of water put 
into and discharged from the tower to conserve water, better manage 
tower efficiency, and eliminate sewer charges for water that does not 
enter the sanitary sewer system. 

Twice a year, cooling towers should be inspected, cleaned and 
disinfected to remove accumulated scale and debris. Components 
and piping should be visually inspected and checked for vibration, 
leaks and noise. Drift eliminators should be power washed. Nozzles 
should be inspected, cleared of debris, and replaced as needed.  The 
sump screen should be cleaned to allow maximum flow to the pump.  
Heaters should be cleaned and inspected for broken or cracked 
elements, a common problem.  Belts should be replaced, and motors 
greased as needed.  

  PJM Provides Fabrication Services
PJM Mechanical provides prefabricated 
ductwork, carbon steel pipe, and fittings 
large and small for rapid pickup, delivery, or 
installation.  All items are professionally 
fabricated for customers and contractors in 
our full state-of-the-art shop using 
client-provided specifications, or PJM can 
provide on-site measuring and design 
assistance.  Please contact PJM 
Mechanical at 609-921-1394. 
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